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The sexuality of bonobos
Review of the article
The article “What’s Love to Do with It? Sex among Our Closest Relatives Is a Rather Open Affair” by Meredith F. Small is about how casual sex play and frequent coupling characterize the bonobos’ social relationship that is between females and males, members of the same sex, total strangers, and closely related animals. The bonobos’ uncontrolled sexual behavior is being studied by primatologists for tantalizing clues to the origins of human sexuality.
 	The article suggests that the bonobos' sexual behavior appears more human as well, that in the sexual arena, and they are the most appropriate ancestral model. For instance, Females and males copulate frequently face-to-face, which is a unique position in animals other than humans. Male commonly mount the females from behind, however, the females appear to prefer face-to-face sex.  


Amy Parish, a graduate student at the University of California at Davis who has been watching the sexual behavior of females in numerous zoo colonies around the world stated that: the female will let the male begin mounting from behind. Then she will stop, and then she continues with face-to-face. Also, highlights that primatologists assume the preference by the female is dictated by her anatomy where her sexual swellings and enlarged clitoris are oriented far forward. Therefore, females presumably prefer the face-to-face because it feels better.
The article by Meredith suggests that like humans, bonobos separate sex from reproduction, which is unlike most other animals. That is, bonobos seem to use sex as a pleasurable activity, and they depend on it as a type of social glue, to break or make all kinds of relationships. Frans de Waal, an ethologist at the Yerkes Regional Primate Research Center at Emory University proposes that ancestral humans used sex for that sort of purpose. Though later with the development of the family system the use of sex became limited. Hence, a lot of the things we observe such as homosexuality and pedophilia might be leftovers that are now considered unacceptable in our society.
One thing that sex does for the bonobos in the article by Meredith is that reduces tensions caused by potential competition often for food. For instance, Japanese primatologists watching bonobos in Zaire noticed that whenever bonobos encountered a pile of sugarcane or came across a large fruiting tree, the sight of food triggers a binge of sex. That free-for-all sexual atmosphere is decidedly friendly which eventually calms the group down. 


Nancy Thompson-Handler of the State University of New York at the Stony Brook who has watched bonobos in Zaire said the sex drops rapidly. That is, after ten minutes the sexual behavior decreases by fifty percent. De Waal stated that it’s not the food really but the competition that triggers sexual excitement. Sex is simply the way bonobos deal with competition due to limited resources and with the tensions caused by residing in a group.
Also, the article shows how sexual behavior occurs after aggressive encounters, particularly among the males. After two males have fought, one might reconcile with their opponent by presenting his against the other's testicles. He may grab the other male's penis and stroke it. That is the way of shaking hands by male bonobos and letting everyone know that the resolution has ended amicably.
Furthermore, the article highlights that researchers have noted that the sexuality of female bonobos, similar to the sexuality of women, is not locked into a monthly cycle. In most animals, including the chimps, the interest of the females in sex is tied to their ovulation cycle. For example, the presence of pink swellings on the hind ends of chimps female, signal their fertility. Therefore, during that time they are only approachable for sex. That is unlike humans, who do not show outward signs that they are ovulating, and throughout all the phases of the cycle they can still mate. However, the female bonobos take the reverse tack even though the results are similar. Their large pink swellings are visible for weeks before and after their fertility period. Similar to humans, bonobos have sex whether or not they are ovulating (Small, pg.81).


The article reveals the differences between the bonobos and other primates. For example, unlike most species of primate, where the males generally take on the hazardous task of leaving home, among the bonobos it’s the females that leave the group after they have reached sexual maturity. Also, both sexes interact peacefully since the females bonobos' are not afraid of the males; hence, quite different from the chimps.
Discussion 
I found it most interesting from the article, that the female bonobos utilize this boundless sexuality in most of their relationships. For example, females frequently use sex to cement their relationships with other females. The most regular behavior is genital-genital rub use by females’ bonobos to relieve tension or reinforce social ties. Often known as GG-rubbing take various form and occur in the presence of food since food causes excitement and tension. Nonetheless, the intimate contact has the impact of making close friends.
Another aspect that I found surprising was that female bonobos cannot be coerced into anything, even sex; for instance, the interaction between a male known as Akili and Lana at the San Diego Wild Animal Park. Lana had been just introduced to the group. For a long period, she would lay on the grass with a huge swelling. Akili would approach Lana with a big erection and hover around her. Lana would scoot around the ground to avoid him.
I was also puzzled by how sex is elevated to a high position in bonobos while in the chimpanzee it has only been restricted to reproduction. That is the chimpanzees do all their bonding with embracing and kissing, with body contact. On the other hand, the bonobos do their bonding in a sexual manner.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the topic is noteworthy because bonobos information provides us with more possibilities for looking at the origins of humans. It because due to divergent view, the non-ape path which has led us away from sex towards a culture that denies the association between social cohesion and sex. Therefore, the bonobos' sexuality topic, acts as a reminder to people that their heritage might very well involve primordial urge to make love but not war.
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